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NON - SMOKING POLICY

INTRODUCTION

Table Tennis South Australia Inc. (TTSA) in partnership with its affiliated Clubs and Associations, is committed to providing its members with a smoke-free playing environment.

The practice of smoking and the inherent health risks is not consistent with the health image associated with the sport of Table Tennis.

The Board of Management of TTSA accepts the vast body of medical evidence which suggests that tobacco usage can be injurious to health.  In addition, other relevant factors include the following:

· there is significant evidence to suggest a link between passive smoking and an increase of lung cancer, respiratory illness and heart disease;

· evidence suggests that ambient tobacco smoke can aggravate the symptoms of those who are affected by existing heart and chronic lung diseases and asthma;

· smoking in certain places is prohibited by law, e.g. those areas where fire or explosion is a risk, those which involve food handling and preparation, and those which involve risks to member safety;

· tobacco smoking in combination with specific chemicals or substances can multiply and create other potential health risks associated with smoking;

· typical stadium ventilation, including mechanical ventilation and air conditioning is inadequate to remove tobacco smoke.

IMPLEMENTATION

Smoking is prohibited in all stadiums, halls and other venues used by affiliated Clubs and Associations and TTSA including:

· playing areas;

· all office space;

· tournament control areas;

· conference, meeting and training rooms;

· toilets and change rooms;

· storerooms, photocopy areas, computer rooms;

· reception and public waiting areas;

· all areas designated as non-smoking areas by legislation or regulation for safety reasons.

Coaches, trainers, volunteers and officials must refrain from smoking while they are acting in an official capacity or wearing health promotion clothing;

Players must refrain from smoking while in uniform;

Cigarette products will not be sold within stadiums, halls etc. used by affiliated Clubs and Associations and TTSA.

No Smoking signage will be on display in venues used by TTSA for competitions and tournaments, and signage will be made available to affiliated Clubs and Associations for display in prominent positions in venues used by those affiliates.

CONTACT WITH THE PUBLIC

Appropriate signage will be displayed in entranceways to advise of this Policy, and spectators and other visitors to table tennis venues will be courteously asked to observe the smoking prohibition.  Any member or visitor who refuses to comply with this Policy will be courteously asked to leave the premises.

NON-COMPLIANCE

Non-compliance with this policy will result in (specific action) being taken by the TTSA Board of Management.

Anyone wishing to discuss any aspect of this Policy is invited to contact a member of 

the TTSA Board of Management.

POLICY REVIEW

The Non-Smoking Policy will be reviewed on an annual basis.  This will ensure that the Policy remains current and practical.

CONCLUSION

In adopting this Policy Table Tennis SA emphasizes that it is implemented in the interest of the health of all members, and does not seek to discriminate personally against members or any other group who are smokers.

This Policy will be promulgated and adopted by all affiliated Clubs and Associations.

This Policy was adopted at a TTSA Board of Management meeting in March 2003.

ENDORSEMENTS

Mr. Chris Leonard,



Mrs. Cynthia Langley

President




Administration Director

SMOKE-FREE CAMPAIGN

Please find enclosed a copy of the Table Tennis SA Non-Smoking Policy.

This Policy represents a commitment by TTSA to promote the South Australian Government’s priority health campaigns for the Health through Sponsorship Program.  The funding provided to TTSA by the Office for Recreation and Sport is linked to a Health Promotion Plan drawn up by Health Promotion SA.  That Health Promotion Plan focuses on TTSA developing and maintaining a smoke-free policy.  Therefore I urge you to ensure the Policy is observed.

Please contact me if you require any smoke-free signage.

If you have a web site, I encourage you to set up a link to the following sites:


www.cancersa.org.au

www.quitsa.org.au

www.oxygen.org.au
In the past the Association has had the Smart Choice health message and even though that is not our current message, your Committee should promote the healthy food.  The website (below) will give you ideas on providing the healthy food.


www.smartchoice.sa.gov.au
Please display this information on your notice board for all Members to see.

Yours faithfully,

Administration Director
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